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[[[[ZZZZgggg{{{{óóóóóóóóÃÃÃÃÎÎÎÎZZZZŠŠŠŠ����ÉÉÉÉÀÀÀÀôôôô LLLL™™™™ZZZZkkkkÃÃÃÃÎÎÎÎZZZZ]]]]ÐÐÐÐ����hhhhääääÅÅÅÅ!!!!****]]]]||||6666,,,,FFFFFFFF7777@@@@ììììXXXX
LLLLLLLL÷÷÷÷áááá6666----....çççç XXXXGGGGóóóóóóóóÆÆÆÆZZZZÝÝÝÝzzzzííííÆÆÆÆ!!!!****gggg}}}}~~~~…………QQQQkkkkiiiiââââ::::ÆÆÆÆ÷÷÷÷áááá6666----....çççç XXXXGGGG~~~~ÎÎÎÎââââVVVV
ÆÆÆÆÇÇÇÇÆÆÆÆ¸̧̧̧ggggcccc����3333,,,,ZZZZ`̀̀̀ÅÅÅÅÂÂÂÂ[[[[ggggZZZZ`̀̀̀FFFF,,,,ÓÓÓÓÅÅÅÅ§§§§ssss„„„„gggg����qqqq™™™™********ooooƒƒƒƒ4444ììììXXXX

ZZZZkkkkŸŸŸŸ~~~~»»»»[[[[ZZZZ++++ÆÆÆÆ−−−−¢¢¢¢ääääZZZZKKKK@@@@****ggggõõõõLLLLLLLLiiii++++ZZZZ°°°°$$$$++++++++óóóóóóóó~~~~((((,,,,~~~~!!!!****ggggqqqq----||||
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ÐÐÐÐïïïïÅÅÅÅììììZZZZzzzzgggg÷÷÷÷áááá6666----....çççç XXXXGGGGÆÆÆÆzzzzííííÆÆÆÆ!!!!****gggg}}}}~~~~ŠŠŠŠzzzzIIIIuuuuêêêêHHHHììììXXXX
iiii¢¢¢¢iiii++++ZZZZ°°°°$$$$++++++++WWWWssssòòòò~~~~˜̃̃̃÷÷÷÷āāāā����3333,,,,ZZZZ`̀̀̀ÎÎÎÎyyyyiiii++++ZZZZ°°°°$$$$++++++++

²²²²ssss%%%%++++÷÷÷÷áááá{{{{»»»»ŠŠŠŠgggg!!!!****gggg~~~~¸̧̧̧ggggccccååååXXXXZZZZzzzzgggg%%%%++++÷÷÷÷áááá{{{{÷÷÷÷áááá6666----....çççç XXXXGGGG{{{{0000++++ZZZZyyyyÐÐÐÐmmmmgggg‚‚‚‚rrrrååååXXXXZZZZkkkknnnn
����3333,,,,ZZZZ`̀̀̀%%%%++++÷÷÷÷áááá{{{{ÆÆÆÆZZZZ]]]]....ZZZZŠŠŠŠÆÆÆÆ!!!!****gggg}}}}~~~~ßßßßZZZZ0000++++ggggZZZZ`̀̀̀™™™™ääääÅÅÅÅ::::ææææEEEENNNNZZZZ]]]]7777™™™™YYYYååååXXXX¸̧̧̧„„„„
QQQQkkkkääää%%%%++++÷÷÷÷áááá{{{{ÐÐÐÐ6666,,,,ZZZZääääoooo}}}}qqqqÝÝÝÝ™™™™ääääÆÆÆÆˆ̂̂̂„„„„÷÷÷÷áááá6666----....çççç XXXXGGGGÆÆÆÆøøøøDDDD©©©©ÆÆÆÆ
!!!!****gggg}}}}~~~~––––ƒƒƒƒÇÇÇÇXXXXOOOOçççç����3333,,,,ZZZZ`̀̀̀ZZZZKKKKggggZZZZ`̀̀̀FFFF,,,,ÓÓÓÓ~~~~qqqqììììāāāāLLLLLLLL÷÷÷÷áááá6666----....çççç XXXXGGGGóóóóóóóó0000****&&&&++++zzzzggggZZZZzzzzZZZZzzzzgggg

FFFF@@@@ÍÍÍÍZZZZgggg{{{{ååååXXXX÷÷÷÷áááá6666----....çççç XXXXGGGG Panchgawara ZZZZggggXXXXÅÅÅÅ±±±±ÐÐÐÐååååXXXXZZZZzzzzggggQQQQkkkk»»»»WWWW!!!!****ððððzzzzíííí
ÆÆÆÆZZZZ]]]]....ZZZZŠŠŠŠääääFFFF@@@@ÍÍÍÍZZZZgggg{{{{ÅÅÅÅuuuuuuuu6666,,,,ZZZZqqqq----NNNNÌÌÌÌWWWW!!!!****ŠŠŠŠHHHHååååTTTT»»»»********xxxx¤¤¤¤////····gggg

((((ååååZZZZzzzzggggtttt¿¿¿¿
²²²²ŸŸŸŸøøøø

IIII
\\\\»»»»����ÛÛÛÛŠŠŠŠååååXXXX Garbhar pura 7777gggg{{{{))))

OOOOççççFFFF@@@@ÍÍÍÍZZZZgggg{{{{ZZZZzzzzgggg¤¤¤¤////····gggg7777ggggÅÅÅÅ¶¶¶¶KKKK0000++++„„„„÷÷÷÷áááá6666----....çççç XXXXGGGGÆÆÆÆzzzzííííÆÆÆÆ!!!!****gggg}}}}~~~~êêêê

Panch ™™™™$$$$ËËËËììììXXXXZZZZ++++ÆÆÆÆiiii¢¢¢¢ääääFFFF@@@@ÍÍÍÍZZZZgggg{{{{ÃÃÃÃggggZZZZ����gggg~~~~»»»»ÇÇÇÇîîîîVVVVFFFF@@@@EEEE))))
((((CCCCcccc****ììììÔÔÔÔFFFF@@@@EEEEÇÇÇÇîîîîVVVVcccc¾¾¾¾wwwwÆÆÆÆ††††[[[[~~~~ggggZZZZ����gggg~~~~ZZZZzzzzgggg$$$$++++RRRR´́́́‘‘‘‘ÆÆÆÆ Gabbar

((((Gabbar ŠŠŠŠggggxxxxyyyyzzzzZZZZ§§§§ììììXXXXZZZZ####āāāāiiii¢¢¢¢ääää¤¤¤¤////····gggg7777ggggÅÅÅÅ¶¶¶¶KKKK0000++++„„„„ññññ����ŠŠŠŠ{{{{EEEE))))
ÇÇÇÇîîîîVVVVÐÐÐÐÅÅÅÅììììXXXXttttÇÇÇÇîîîîVVVVÌÌÌÌFFFF@@@@EEEEÆÆÆÆæææætttt~~~~´́́́‘‘‘‘&&&&ååååEEEENNNNRRRR~~~~zzzzZZZZììììZZZZzzzzggggññññ����ŠŠŠŠ{{{{

NNNN&&&&ååååEEEENNNNRRRRÆÆÆÆ!!!!****ÇÇÇÇ‚‚‚‚tttt********ááááÆÆÆÆQQQQkkkk0000****ggggzzzzZZZZììììXXXXZZZZkkkkÐÐÐÐUUUU****""""$$$$ƒƒƒƒ@@@@****ììììāāāā
÷÷÷÷áááá6666----....çççç XXXXGGGG´́́́‘‘‘‘!!!!ggggZZZZ����gggg~~~~»»»»gggg����zzzzZZZZÑÑÑÑååååZZZZzzzzggggQQQQkkkk»»»»ÇÇÇÇîîîîVVVVFFFF@@@@EEEÊ̂̂̂&&&&ååååEEEENNNNRRRR~~~~ññññ����ŠŠŠŠììììXXXX
ZZZZqqqq----ZZZZzzzzgggg!!!!****]]]]����÷÷÷÷áááá6666----....çççç XXXXGGGG»»»»mmmmggggZZZZ����gggg~~~~ÆÆÆÆÇÇÇÇîîîîVVVVFFFF@@@@EEEEÐÐÐÐ����hhhhCCCCììììzzzz{{{{ttttììììāāāā����3333,,,,ZZZZ`̀̀̀

ääääZZZZKKKK@@@@****ggggõõõõ~~~~LLLLLLLL÷÷÷÷áááá6666----....çççç XXXXGGGGóóóóóóóó»»»»mmmm
²²²²ŸŸŸŸøøøø

IIII
\\\\ÐÐÐÐCCCCcccc****ìììì����òòòòÆÆÆÆggggZZZZzzzzÅÅÅÅ¯̄̄̄`̀̀̀~~~~
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½½½½CCCCƒƒƒƒääääÆÆÆÆnnnnòòòò~~~~zzzzZZZZggggŠŠŠŠƒƒƒƒZZZZååååXXXX
((((™™™™rrrr####ääää

²²²²ŸŸŸŸøøøø
IIII

\\\\»»»»ZZZZÝÝÝÝ Stien ®®®®ÐÐÐÐ;;;;èèèè XXXXEEEEÅÅÅÅggggZZZZ`̀̀̀FFFF,,,,ÓÓÓÓÆÆÆÆÕÕÕÕŠŠŠŠññññ))))
zzzzíííí&&&&ååååEEEENNNNRRRR»»»»´́́́‘‘‘‘ŒŒŒŒÛÛÛÛZZZZggggŠŠŠŠcccc****ììììXXXX˜̃̃̃VVVVÐÐÐÐzzzz{{{{æææættttZZZZzzzzggggffff[[[[ÅÅÅÅYYYY++++$$$$““““¸̧̧̧XXXX®®®®ÐÐÐÐ;;;;èèèè XXXXEEEE

ttttÌÌÌÌqqqqììììāāāāggggZZZZ����gggg~~~~ÆÆÆÆFFFF
²²²²ŸŸŸŸøøøø

IIIIââââ����ZZZZyyyȳ̄̄̄`̀̀̀~~~~½½½½CCCCƒƒƒƒääääÆÆÆÆnnnnòòòò»»»»¥¥¥¥ccccHHHH
™™™™DDDD¸̧̧̧XXXXZZZZzzzzgggg÷÷÷÷áááá6666----....çççç XXXXGGGGÌÌÌÌZZZZkkkk¾¾¾¾nnnnÐÐÐÐòòòòzzzzZZZZggggŠŠŠŠƒƒƒƒZZZZååååXXXX

LLLLLLLL÷÷÷÷áááá6666----....çççç XXXXGGGGóóóóóóóóÅÅÅÅggggZZZZ����gggg~~~~ÐÐÐÐzzzzZZZZÕÕÕÕÅÅÅÅZZZZqqqq----ZZZZzzzzggggzzzzzzzzttttÌÌÌÌììììāāāāZZZZssssxxxxÃÃÃÃ§§§§VVVV
zzzzòòòò~~~~ƒƒƒƒÐÐÐÐ¬¬¬¬ggggZZZZ����gggg~~~~~~~~����ÛÛÛÛzzzzrrrrqqqqÝÝÝÝƒƒƒƒZZZZååååXXXXZZZZzzzzgggg÷÷÷÷áááá6666----....çççç XXXXGGGGZZZZ####òòòòŠŠŠŠHHHHååååÔÔÔÔQQQQkkkk

ââââYYYY~~~~ZZZZ̀̀̀̀zzzzãããã 1036 iiiiââââääää~~~~ggggZZZZ����gggg~~~~~~~~››››yyyy((((,,,,~~~~®®®®ZZZZŠŠŠŠ~~~~WWWW!!!!****ŠŠŠŠ¸̧̧̧XXXXYYYYèèèè
÷÷÷÷áááá{{{{&&&&ŠŠŠŠÆÆÆÆ‚‚‚‚BBBBZZZZ####ggggZZZZ����gggg~~~~ààààååååÂÂÂÂzzzz{{{{qqqqììììāāāāŒŒŒŒVVVV››››yyyy@@@@****`̀̀̀ˆ̂̂̂gggg]]]]ÅÅÅÅ
¾¾¾¾nnnnÐÐÐÐWWWWcccc****™™™™DDDD¸̧̧̧ZZZZzzzzggggZZZZssssxxxx����ÛÛÛÛzzzzrrrr0000****gggg;;;;ååååXXXXZZZZkkkknnnn÷÷÷÷áááá6666----....çççç XXXXGGGG»»»»mmmmggggZZZZ����gggg~~~~ÐÐÐÐååååXXXX
XXXXÆÆÆÆŠŠŠŠZZZZŠŠŠŠZZZZääääZZZZssssxxxxJJJJwwwwHHHHååååZZZZzzzzgggg����ââââ™™™™~~~~ÅÅÅÅ¾¾¾¾nnnnÐÐÐÐòòòòWWWWcccc****ååååXXXXZZZZyyyyÓÓÓÓxxxx!!!!****ÂÂÂÂVVVVÐÐÐÐ

zzzzZZZZããããƒƒƒƒ@@@@****ììììāāāā÷÷÷÷áááá6666----....çççç XXXXGGGG»»»»ZZZZÝÝÝÝzzzzííííggggZZZZ����gggg~~~~»»»»´́́́‘‘‘‘&&&&ååååEEEENNNNRRRRååååZZZZzzzzgggg&&&&ååååEEEENNNNRRRRÆÆÆÆÇÇÇÇîîîîVVVVFFFF@@@@EEEE
~~~~QQQQkkkk»»»»{{{{0000++++ZZZZyyyyjjjj----$$$$™™™™@@@@****ååååXXXX

����3333,,,,ZZZZ`̀̀̀ZZZZKKKKggggZZZZ`̀̀̀FFFF,,,,ÓÓÓÓ~~~~qqqqììììāāāā÷÷÷÷áááá6666----....çççç XXXXGGGG
²²²²ŸŸŸŸøøøø

IIII
\\\\»»»»����ÛÛÛÛŠŠŠŠåååå����QQQQkkkkiiiiââââääää

~~~~....eeee$$$$§§§§FFFFââââ********YYYY@@@@****ååååXXXXQQQQkkkk»»»»zzzzííííFFFF@@@@EEEEååååZZZZzzzzggggtttt0000****&&&&++++zzzz{{{{0000++++ZZZZyyyyÆÆÆÆggggZZZZzzzzZZZZggggXXXXÅÅÅÅ
±±±±ÐÐÐÐZZZZCCCCøøøøDDDD©©©©����hhhh@@@@****ììììXXXXQQQQkkkkÆÆÆÆooooÒÒÒÒ©©©©»»»»ffff™™™™----VVVVìììì::::

ZZZZggggXXXX))))6666,,,,åååå((((
ÒÒÒÒggggzzzzZZZZ‚‚‚‚
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ddddààààzzzzZZZZ‚‚‚‚
‚‚‚‚]]]]zzzzZZZZ‚‚‚‚
********vvvvzzzzZZZZ‚‚‚‚
2222zzzzZZZZ‚‚‚‚
BBBBzzzzZZZZ‚‚‚‚
ùùùùzzzzZZZZ‚‚‚‚
((((ggggZZZZ`̀̀̀

°°°°ææææ NNNN÷÷÷÷áááá

¤¤¤¤CCCCÙÙÙÙ÷÷÷÷áááá{{{{
÷÷÷÷áááá{{{{÷÷÷÷ÎÎÎÎyyyyÒÒÒÒZZZZ−−−−++++

����3333,,,,ZZZZ`̀̀̀ÆÆÆÆZZZZkkkkZZZZ0000++++ggggZZZZ`̀̀̀ÅÅÅÅ¤¤¤¤&&&&WWWW&&&&4444èèèè
JJJJ

GGGGEEEELLLLZZZZºººº~~~~ÐÐÐÐÌÌÌÌƒƒƒƒCCCCììììXXXX))))LLLLLLLL!!!!****ƒƒƒƒ
ââââYYYY~~~~ZZZZqqqq----¿¿¿¿LLLLLLLL÷÷÷÷áááá6666----....çççç XXXXGGGGóóóóóóóóòòòò~~~~ 1313 òòòòóóóóóóóó~~~~ŠŠŠŠgggg`̀̀̀ììììāāāā\\\\>>>>îîîî XXXXŠŠŠŠ----ÆÆÆÆÇÇÇÇ~~~~

ŠŠŠŠZZZZ4444ƒƒƒƒZZZZXXXXtttt¿¿¿¿ZZZZLLLLWWWW\\\\ÃÃÃÃZZZZggggXXXX0000****&&&&++++îîîîVVVVÅÅÅÅZZZZzzzzÑÑÑÑŠŠŠŠÐÐÐÐªªªªCCCCÙÙÙÙ™™™™@@@@****ååååXXXXZZZZkkkk!!!!****gggg}}}}~~~~
ZZZZqqqq----ZZZZzzzzggggoooo]]]]ÎÎÎÎyyyyÞÞÞÞ[[[[ZZZZ−−−−++++»»»»zzzz{{{{̂^̂̂ììììTTTT~~~~QQQQkkkkääääZZZZLLLL{{{{0000++++ZZZZyyyyÃÃÃÃ0000****&&&&++++zzzzVVVV
ÅÅÅÅ±±±±ÐÐÐÐCCCCcccc****ììììXXXX

''''××××hhhh++++ZZZZgggg!!!!****]]]]ttttììììāāāā@@@@****gggg++++
÷÷÷÷
GGGGEEEE

LLLLggggZZZZ››››yyyyggggZZZZ����gggg~~~~ÆÆÆÆ''''%%%%iiiiZZZZ;;;;ZZZZvvvv{{{{yyyyääää
ÌÌÌÌZZZZLLLLFFFF»»»»ooooÒÒÒÒ©©©©0000****&&&&++++îîîîVVVV~~~~ÐÐÐÐggggZZZZzzzzZZZZggggXXXXÐÐÐÐ5555cccc****ììììXXXXOOOOççççZZZZqqqq----§§§§ssss
%%%%iiiiZZZZ;;;;ZZZZvvvv»»»»ZZZZLLLL{{{{0000++++ZZZZyyyyÃÃÃÃ0000****&&&&++++îîîîVVVVÐÐÐÐ5555********ÂÂÂÂŠŠŠŠzzzzuuuu~~~~§§§§ssss÷÷÷÷áááá6666----....çççç XXXXGGGG»»»»ZZZZLLLLZZZZ]]]]....ZZZZŠŠŠŠ»»»»mmmm
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ÌÌÌÌ0000****&&&&++++zzzzggggZZZZzzzzZZZZggggXXXXÐÐÐÐ����hhhh********ªªªªCCCCÙÙÙÙ™™™™@@@@****ììììāāāā÷÷÷÷áááá6666----....çççç XXXXGGGG»»»»mmmmggggZZZZ����gggg~~~~ÐÐÐÐååååppppLLLLLLLL÷÷÷÷áááá6666----....çççç XXXXGGGGóóóóóóóó

ÆÆÆÆ%%%%iiiiZZZZ{{{{0000++++ZZZZyyyyÐÐÐÐ©©©©]]]]ÆÆÆÆ!!!!****gggg}}}}~~~~����ƒƒƒƒÐÐÐÐZZZZëëëë!!!!****]]]]‚‚‚‚ttttWWWWCCCCììììzzzz{{{{tttt
ììììāāāā����ggggZZZZssssòòòò¸̧̧̧ggggccccZZZZ1111ZZZZØØØØÌÌÌÌLLLLLLLL@@@@****ggggõõõõ����ÛÛÛÛ̧̧̧̧~~~~óóóóóóóóLLLLLLLL÷÷÷÷áááá6666----....çççç XXXXGGGGóóóóóóóóÃÃÃÃLLLLLLLL÷÷÷÷áááá{{{{÷÷÷÷iiiiZZZZóóóóóóóó˜̃̃̃

÷÷÷÷XXXX7777ìììì÷÷÷÷áááá6666----....çççç XXXXGGGGÆÆÆÆ!!!!****gggg}}}}~~~~@@@@****gggg++++
÷÷÷÷
GGGGEEEE

LLLL����ÛÛÛÛ̧̧̧̧ÐÐÐÐZZZZ½½½½kkkk::::
ââââ||||~~~~\\\\>>>>îîîî XXXX 715 ZZZZ[[[[ssssvvvv»»»»ffff™™™™™™™™@@@@****ƒƒƒƒVVVV����òòòòÆÆÆÆ����ÛÛÛÛââââ3333,,,,zzzzZZZZƒƒƒƒññññXXXXŒŒŒŒVVVV

ŠŠŠŠ----ÅÅÅÅxxxxZZZZãããã¶¶¶¶XXXXZZZZ####÷÷÷÷áááá{{{{÷÷÷÷iiiiZZZZ********òòòòZZZZqqqq----¿¿¿¿////]]]]¹¹¹¹gggg~~~~òòòò~~~~zzzzZZZZggggŠŠŠŠƒƒƒƒZZZZZZZZzzzzggggggggZZZZzzzz»»»»
ââââ™™™™ƒƒƒƒZZZZXXXXzzzz{{{{ZZZZCCCCøøøøDDDD----VVVVÒÒÒÒyyyy™™™™@@@@****ììììXXXX÷÷÷÷áááá{{{{÷÷÷÷iiiiZZZZ0000¤¤¤¤CCCCÙÙÙÙ0000WWWWwwww0000¤¤¤¤////÷÷÷÷áááá[[[[ÔÔÔÔ0000ææææŠŠŠŠgggg
ÔÔÔÔZZZZzzzzggggææææŠŠŠŠgggg»»»»©©©©ZZZZggggXXXX0000****&&&&++++zzzzJJJJ----((((ììììXXXXŒŒŒŒVVVVZZZZ1111ZZZZØØØØÌÌÌÌLLLLLLLL÷÷÷÷áááá6666----....çççç XXXXGGGGóóóóóóóóÃÃÃÃ÷÷÷÷áááá{{{{÷÷÷÷iiiiZZZZqqqqìììì
XXXXTTTTÐÐÐÐLLLLLLLL÷÷÷÷áááá6666----....çççç XXXXGGGGóóóóóóóó»»»»ggggZZZZ����gggg~~~~ÆÆÆÆ÷÷÷÷iiiiZZZZ÷÷÷÷áááá„„„„{{{{0000++++ZZZZyyyyÐÐÐÐgggģ̧̧̧UUUU****""""$$$$ƒƒƒƒ@@@@****ììììXXXXZZZZ¤¤¤¤////pppp
÷÷÷÷iiiiZZZZ»»»»ÄÄÄÄ`̀̀̀ZZZZwwww{{{{0000++++ZZZZyyyyggggZZZZ����gggg~~~~ÃÃÃÃ÷÷÷÷ÓÓÓÓZZZZººººÅÅÅÅ§§§§ssssÐÐÐÐ««««ƒƒƒƒZZZZååååXXXXpppp÷÷÷÷ááááhhhh++++ttttÂÂÂÂ
´́́́ºººº~~~~¬¬¬¬ÌÌÌÌ====wwwwååååXXXXZZZZzzzzgggg››››yyyyZZZZ³³³³ZZZZiiiiÆÆÆÆîîîîgggg6666,,,,ZZZZkkkkÄÄÄÄÃÃÃÃZZZZLLLL********xxxxÆÆÆÆ‚‚‚‚BBBB

ââââYYYY~~~~ZZZZººººääääZZZZ####ggggZZZZ����gggg~~~~ÆÆÆÆggggZZZZzzzzÃÃÃÃggggZZZZzzzz»»»»ÄÄÄÄFFFF,,,,uuuu 1576 ˜̃̃̃ƒƒƒƒVVVVÐÐÐÐXXXXYYYYèèèè
™™™™ÆÆÆÆLLLLLLLLââââZZZZ[[[[óóóóóóóóÆÆÆÆZZZZssssòòòòÄÄÄÄÐÐÐÐââââZZZZiiii********eeee;;;;XXXXÂÂÂÂggggZZZZzzzzggggZZZZ����ggggääää±±±±gggg7777HHHHāāāāââââZZZZ[[[[
ÂÂÂÂÐÐÐÐÃÃÃÃððððWWWWÙÙÙÙ7777ììììXXXXZZZZ¤¤¤¤////øøøøgggg}}}}{{{{0000++++ZZZZyyyyÃÃÃÃ÷÷÷÷iiiiZZZZ»»»»ÄÄÄÄuuuu»»»»gggg~~~~îîîîgggg6666,,,,««««™™™™ŠŠŠŠcccc****
YYYYññññÂÂÂÂ4444ggggììììÇÇÇÇXXXXggggZZZZzzzzggggZZZZ����ggggÆÆÆÆZZZZkkkkÒÒÒÒyyyyÐÐÐÐªªªªCCCCÙÙÙÙƒƒƒƒ@@@@****ììììāāāā÷÷÷÷iiiiZZZZ»»»»ÄÄÄÄŒŒŒŒVVVVúúúúZZZZxxxx
~~~~====wwwwååååXXXXZZZZzzzzggggggggZZZZ����gggg~~~~ÆÆÆÆggggZZZZzzzz¬¬¬¬ÌÌÌÌZZZZkkkkÄÄÄÄÃÃÃÃZZZZLLLL********xxxxÆÆÆÆ‚‚‚‚BBBB˜̃̃̃¸̧̧̧XXXXZZZZkkkk
jjjjZZZZááááÐÐÐÐÌÌÌÌLLLLLLLL÷÷÷÷áááá6666----....çççç XXXXGGGGóóóóóóóó»»»»ggggZZZZ����gggg~~~~ÆÆÆÆ÷÷÷÷iiiiZZZZ{{{{0000++++ZZZZyyyyÐÐÐÐmmmmzzzzZZZZããããƒƒƒƒ@@@@****ììììXXXXppppòòòò
~~~~QQQQkkkkiiiiââââ::::~~~~÷÷÷÷iiiiZZZZ{{{{0000++++ZZZZyyyyÆÆÆÆßßßßvvvvWWWW!!!!****ŠŠŠŠ7777¸̧̧̧XXXXZZZZkkkknnnnòòòòVVVV™™™™÷÷÷÷áááá6666----....çççç XXXXGGGGääää
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÷÷÷÷iiiiZZZZÆÆÆÆOOOOññññ÷÷÷÷áááá6666----....çççç XXXXGGGGBBBB********4444ŒŒŒŒXXXXttttÌÌÌÌƒƒƒƒYYYYììììāāāāòòòò~~~~&&&&ÒÒÒÒ©©©©ûûûû GGGGEEEEOOOOEEEEÆÆÆÆ!!!!****¯̄̄̄))))÷÷÷÷iiiiZZZZ
LLLLLLLL÷÷÷÷óóóóóóóó0000ŠŠŠŠHHHHƒƒƒƒXXXXZZZZzzzzggggttttÌÌÌÌeeeeììììāāāā÷÷÷÷áááá{{{{÷÷÷÷iiiiZZZZääääZZZZLLLLWWWW\\\\ÃÃÃÃòòòòÆÆÆÆ÷÷÷÷{{{{0000++++ZZZZyyyy~~~~
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6666,,,,zzzz¤¤¤¤////ZZZZxxxxóóóóÅÅÅÅ¯̄̄̄ððððˆ̂̂̂zzzz„„„„~~~~÷÷÷÷ááááïïïïHHHHŠŠŠŠHHHHƒƒƒƒXXXXZZZZyyyy££££ââââ]]]]~~~~ÀÀÀÀ˜̃̃̃kkkkÔÔÔÔNNNNhhhhÔÔÔÔÛÛÛÛÔÔÔÔ
õõõõZZZZÔÔÔÔcccc****ŠŠŠŠÇÇÇÇggggqqqqggggZZZZ]]]]cccc****àààà÷÷÷÷ááááïïïïƒƒƒƒDDDD÷÷÷÷XXXXZZZZ̧̧̧̧ZZZZÄÄÄÄ����{{{{ÆÆÆÆffff~~~~ZZZZŠŠŠŠZZZZgggg}}}}'''',,,,ZZZZññññ½½½½

((((ÆÆÆÆiiii%%%%ææææGGGGLLLLZZZZOOOOxxxx`̀̀̀cccc****YYYYgggg;;;;tttt6666,,,,zzzz¤¤¤¤////ZZZZxxxx@@@@****gggg]]]]ÔÔÔÔ UNESCO ÔÔÔÔ‚‚‚‚bbbbzzzzppppÄÄÄÄLLLLLLLL----CCCCóóóóóóóó))))
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uuuu»»»»gggg~~~~ZZZZOOOOððððÔÔÔÔÉÉÉÉ7777gggg~~~~ÎÎÎÎZZZZÑÑÑŅ̧̧̧̃ZZZZòòòòZZZZ¨̈̈̈KKKKãããã'''',,,,ZZZZŠŠŠŠgggg~~~~6666,,,,¬¬¬¬ZZZZ++++ƒƒƒƒCCCCììììXXXXCCCCÙÙÙÙ‚‚‚‚wwwwoooocccc****
YYYYääääzzzzZZZZÑÑÑÑLLLLLLLL¬¬¬¬@@@@----xxxx÷÷÷÷ZZZZ____óóóóóóóó»»»»ººººmmmmŠŠŠŠyyyy…………ttttññññ����ÛÛÛÛZZZZëëëë™™™™@@@@****ììììāāāā@@@@****gggg]]]]zzzzppppDDDD
÷÷÷÷ZZZZ____ÅÅÅÅ""""CCCC{{{{ZZZZÌÌÌÌzzzzZZZZÃÃÃÃŠŠŠŠeeee$$$$ÔÔÔÔZZZZkkkkÃÃÃÃŠŠŠŠgggg7777ççççZZZZ]]]]ÔÔÔÔZZZZzzzzggggZZZZkkkkÆÆÆÆåååå++++BBBB©©©©ûûûû

GGGGEEEEOOOOEEEEÆÆÆÆKKKK
~~~~úúúúZZZZòòòòRRRR6666,,,,ZZZZqqqq----!!!!����ËËËËZZZZgggg~~~~aaaaZZZZÅÅÅÅYYYYññññXXXXOOOOççççZZZZkkkk››››yyyyÅÅÅÅoooo9999LLLLÐÐÐÐŠŠŠŠ****ÆÆÆÆ
ÓÓÓÓxxxx̃̃̃̃´́́́~~~~ZZZZuuuu»»»»gggg~~~~ÔÔÔÔ4444uuuu»»»»gggg~~~~ZZZZzzzzgggg))))uuuu»»»»gggg~~~~ZZZZŠŠŠŠZZZZggggzzzzVVVVÆÆÆÆiiiikkkk,,,,ZZZZÈÈÈÈxxxx3333iiii****ÔÔÔÔ

ööööggggÔÔÔÔIIII}}}}ÔÔÔÔggggzzzzeeeeØØØØÔÔÔÔ½½½½kkkk,,,,~~~~zzzz’’’’kkkk,,,,~~~~££££««««ÔÔÔÔHHHHāāāākkkkÔÔÔÔZZZZzzzzggggŠŠŠŠvvvvnnnnÅÅÅÅ»»»»ggggdddd$$$$ÂÂÂÂ
™™™™ÆÆÆÆßßßßÍÍÍÍVVVVÆÆÆÆZZZZ0000++++ggggËËËËZZZZgggg~~~~zzzzÅÅÅÅggggZZZZYYYY¤¤¤¤////™™™™ääääÅÅÅÅÃÃÃÃÒÒÒÒÅÅÅÅYYYYCCCCììììXXXX7777gggg~~~~ŠŠŠŠ****~~~~
ppppDDDDzzzzggggPPPP»»»»ZZZZëëëëƒƒƒƒ********ëëëëÐÐÐÐ»»»»ŸŸŸŸ™™™™@@@@****ììììāāāāëëëëZZZZKKKK����dddd$$$$zzzzppppÄÄÄÄZZZZzzzzggggppppDDDD÷÷÷÷ZZZZ____
ÅÅÅÅ™™™™««««ÆÆÆÆnnnn::::ÜÜÜÜssssZZZZŠŠŠŠZZZZxxxx™™™™,,,,ÔÔÔÔÉÉÉÉZZZZkkkkÆÆÆÆ++++BBBB©©©©ûûûû

GGGGEEEEOOOOEEEEÔÔÔÔXXXXîîîîZZZZzzzzggggggggÄÄÄÄgggg3333îîîîÆÆÆÆnnnn
ÌÌÌÌooooƒƒƒƒZZZZÈÈÈÈxxxx™™™™,,,,XXXXYYYYèèèèšššš÷÷÷÷ZZZZ____øøøøgggg~~~~ggggzzzzZZZZcccc****]]]]ÔÔÔÔ����dddd$$$$zzzz''''))))åååå GGGGOOOOyyyyZZZZzzzzgggg
ppppÄÄÄÄÅÅÅÅ““““¹¹¹¹ééééOOOOkkkkììììXXXX

///

æ…]$³³³k����ââââ„„„„gggg‚‚‚‚!!!! 27



FFFF,,,,ÀÀÀÀ»»»»gggg::::????bbbbZZZZ°°°°ÝÝÝÝ{{{{yyyy‡‡‡‡ŠŠŠŠ

ppppÛÛÛÛ++++
EEEE����ìììì††††ppppÎÎÎÎŠŠŠŠ¼¼¼¼DDDD

òòòòÐÐÐÐ¦¦¦¦VVVVÅÅÅÅxxxxZZZZããããÆÆÆÆ{{{{8888ÆÆÆÆ‚‚‚‚BBBB„„„„ŠŠŠŠzzzz!!!!****gggg{{{{òòòòÐÐÐÐppppÛÛÛÛ++++
ÆÆÆÆZZZZqqqq----dddd----====çççç NNNNEEEEXXXX}}}}ŠŠŠŠzzzzgggg»»»»ÌÌÌÌ{{{{ØØØØƒƒƒƒŠŠŠŠHHHHXXXX1111ttttÓÓÓÓQQQQÌÌÌÌQQQQgggg„„„„XXXXZZZZjjjjyyyyŠŠŠŠzzzzgggg~~~~òòòò~~~~

ZZZZ����ÛÛÛÛZZZZ̧̧̧̧~~~~ZZZZzzzzggggÕÕÕÕzzzz0000»»»»ŠŠŠŠzzzzggggŠŠŠŠzzzzgggg{{{{gggg;;;;XXXX1111ZZZZkkkkÆÆÆÆ!!!!****zzzz����ŠŠŠŠppppÛÛÛÛ++++ÆÆÆÆ®®®®»»»»^̂̂̂'''',,,,ZZZZ'''',,,,YYYYgggg~~~~
gggg;;;;XXXXZZZZjjjjââââVVVVääääÌÌÌÌòòòò----VVVVÅÅÅÅ2222gggg~~~~»»»»ZZZZ‹‹‹‹ZZZZssssHHHHOOOOççççòòòò~~~~8888ŒŒŒŒéééé EEEEOOOOooooZZZZzzzzggggppppÛÛÛÛöööö
ZZZZjjjjyyyyxxxxZZZZââââVVVVÆÆÆÆŠŠŠŠgggg!!!!****ggggÐÐÐÐzzzzZZZZhhhhggggììììXXXXZZZZkkkkŠŠŠŠzzzzggggÆÆÆÆ********ññññggggòòòò~~~~ppppÛÛÛÛÁÁÁÁVVVV~~~~
ÐÐÐÐ····;;;;ÖÖÖÖòòòò~~~~ÔÔÔÔ††††ZZZZÆÆÆÆ****‡‡‡‡ŠŠŠŠgggg~~~~ZZZZzzzzggggqqqqƒƒƒƒ††††ZZZZßßßß3333ééééXXXXOOOO[[[[‰‰‰‰ppppÛÛÛÛöööö‡‡‡‡&&&&ÿÿÿÿEEEELLLLffff™™™™÷÷÷÷XXXX

ZZZZyyyyÆÆÆÆ´́́́zzzz{{{{HHHH]]]]ÛÛÛÛ....ÞÞÞÞ»»»»llllzzzzÔÔÔÔHHHH]]]]ŠŠŠŠcccc****ggggZZZZxxxxpppp””””wwww""""ZZZZkkkkŠŠŠŠzzzzggggÆÆÆÆ����gggg
ppppÛÛÛÛÁÁÁÁVVVV~~~~ÐÐÐÐ÷÷÷÷XXXXÛÛÛÛ....ÞÞÞÞ»»»»llllzzzzÃÃÃÃggggÏÏÏÏiiii!!!!****yyyy»»»»ZZZZqqqq----((((,,,,ZZZZ¬¬¬¬ÝÝÝÝZZZZzzzzgggg÷÷÷÷áááá²²²²ƒƒƒƒääääÆÆÆÆ
‚‚‚‚BBBB‚‚‚‚BBBBZZZZqqqq----4444++++8888ŒŒŒŒéééé EEEEOOOOooooÌÌÌÌååååXXXXZZZZ4444SSSS::::]]]]ÅÅÅÅ¯̄̄̄YYYY6666,,,,zzzz{{{{����gggg÷÷÷÷áááá{{{{ŠŠŠŠ̈̈̈̈ZZZZãããã»»»»÷÷÷÷$$$$4444ggggöööö NNNNEEEEIIII

¯̄̄̄XXXXZZZZqqqq----ââââ~~~~zzzz{{{{ZZZZLLLLddddWWWWÃÃÃÃ####¥¥¥¥™™™™ÆÆÆÆqqqqìììì::::
āāāāppppÛÛÛÛööööààààCCCCZZZZvvvv¬¬¬¬\\\\ÆÆÆÆ((((,,,,}}}}ZZZZÅÅÅÅxxxxÐÐÐÐuuuu����ÛÛÛÛZZZZiiiiƒƒƒƒ********ììììXXXXHHHH]]]]YYYYääää

¢¢¢¢èèèè
EEEEEEEELLLLppppÛÛÛÛ++++ÆÆÆÆññññççççqqqq6666,,,,ZZZZqqqq----gggg‚‚‚‚!!!!ÌÌÌÌ––––ììììXXXXZZZZkkkkŠŠŠŠzzzzggggÆÆÆÆ8888ŒŒŒŒéééé EEEEOOOOîîîîVVVV~~~~ÐÐÐÐZZZZqqqq----
((((,,,,ZZZZ8888ŒŒŒŒéééé EEEEOOOOooooLLLLLLLL····ZZZZÇÇÇÇææææOOOOÎÎÎÎwwwwóóóóóóóóììììXXXXTTTTÆÆÆÆ;;;;BBBBÆÆÆÆ‘‘‘‘ƒƒƒƒññññppppÛÛÛÛ++++ÆÆÆÆ¼¼¼¼%%%%ääää××××wwww
ZZZZOOOOaaaauuuuEEEE~~~~ôôôôpppp÷÷÷÷XXXXZZZZkkkkŠŠŠŠzzzzggggÆÆÆÆppppÛÛÛÛÁÁÁÁVVVV~~~~¦¦¦¦))))wwwwZZZZ−−−−++++ÔÔÔÔ!!!!****!!!!****††††ZZZZvvvv

æ…]$³³³k����ââââ„„„„gggg‚‚‚‚!!!! 28



$$$$zzzzòòòòÔÔÔÔ********««««ÔÔÔÔÃÃÃÃyyyyÔÔÔÔ%%%%iiiiZZZZêêêêxxxxÔÔÔÔøøøøzzzz)))){{{{»»»»ffff™™™™ÌÌÌÌWWWWcccc****ììììXXXX
ZZZZjjjjyyyyŠŠŠŠzzzzggggÆÆÆÆˆ̂̂̂òòòò6666,,,,³³³³VVVV»»»»$$$$hhhhÒÒÒÒûûûû

GGGGOOOOgggg;;;;ÔÔÔÔooooƒƒƒƒuuuu6666,,,,4444::::YYYYÅÅÅÅzzzzzzzzÐÐÐÐ
tttt®®®®ZZZZkkkkŠŠŠŠzzzzgggg~~~~$$$$zzzzggggƒƒƒƒääääŠŠŠŠHHHHXXXXZZZZkkkkÆÆÆÆ!!!!****zzzz����ŠŠŠŠ…………õõõõŠŠŠŠzzzzgggg~~~~ZZZZkkkkÆÆÆÆˆ̂̂̂eeeezzzz¤¤¤¤////{{{{
ŠŠŠŠzzzzgggg~~~~¹¹¹¹ÐÐÐÐòòòò~~~~8888ŒŒŒŒéééé EEEEOOOOooooŠŠŠŠ3333ððððŠŠŠŠïïïï÷÷÷÷XXXX����gggģ̧̧̧¨̈̈̈ccccppppZZZZzzzzZZZZWWWWŠŠŠŠhhhh++++{{{{%%%%~~~~òòòòääää
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(The theatre New York , 1947.13)
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Reshi Peer: A Sufi Saint of Kashmir

Professor Upendra Kaul

Kashmir has produced many Sufi saints and therefore has

also been given the name "Reshi Waer" (Abode of Rishis). One of

them was Reshi Peer, a lesser-known mystic of the valley. He

worked tirelessly for the welfare of people irrespective of caste. 

It is for this reason Kashmiris often call him as "Peer Pandit

Padshah Hardu Jahan, Mushkil kar Asan". Emperor of the two

worlds who answers all difficulties with a solution.

Reshi Peer was the son of Pandit Govind Kaul, a resident of

Battayar Mohalla in Ali Kadal (5th bridge over the river Jhelum) in

Srinagar. The legend says that his maternal grandmother prayed to

Goddess at a holy spring to give her daughter a child. The Goddess

appeared in a dream to her and directed her to go to the spring and

smell a beautiful bunch of flowers, which she did.

This was followed by the daughter becoming pregnant. It is

customary for the Kashmiri Pandit girls to go to their mother's house

(Matamal) during the last part of pregnancy. When the time of

delivery came, she was to come to Srinagar for delivery in a boat

from Handwara in North Kashmir.

En route at Sopore, she delivered a baby boy, who was later

named Keshav after Lord Krishna, who was also borne in
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somewhat similar circumstances.

It is said that at that time a saint forecast that a second sun

had arisen on the horizon of Kashmir. The saint went to the boat,

kissed the baby on the forehead and put two gold coins in his

tender hands.

At the age of 5 years, after the sacred thread ceremony

(Yagnopavit), Keshav was sent to school for formal education. He,

however, had very little interest in worldly matters and would

accompany his father to Hari Parbat and to Devi Angun (A temple of

Goddess Sharika on the foot of the hill in a courtyard). His parents

married him at a very young age to divert his mind but it had no

effect. His father died and mother sent him to his uncle's village for

getting admitted to a school.

He, however, ran away from there too and came straight

back home. Keshav thereafter went to Hari Parbat and spent 40

days performing circumambulation while crawling on his knees with

great devotion. As the legend goes Goddess Sharika appeared and

blessed him with a boon.

He only asked her to make him meet a person who could

guide him in search of the ultimate truth. Goddess told him that he

should continue his circumambulation and the first person he meets

would be the man, he is looking for. Saying this she disappeared.

He found his Guru in Saint Mastana (Pandit Krishna Kar)

and paid his reverence to him. As the saying goes the Saint

Mastana went straight to Reshi Peer's home and asked for chillam

(a pipe of clay used for smoking tobacco and cannabis) from his

mother. He smoked through it and told her to give it back to her

son.
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When Reshi Peer smoked through this on his return, his

mind reverberated and he acquired divine powers. He then went

into meditation for 14 years and 6 months. He wanted to go to an

Ashram but his mother did not allow him to go out of home. During

this period, he took only milk, honey and fruit as his diet.

Following this he became a great saint of very high spiritual

power and performed several miracles. People, both Pandits and

Muslims, used to throng his home in Ali Kadal to pay respects,

seeking solutions to their worldly problems. He would give sermons

to them and solve the issues. He thus became a Reshi for Hindus

and Peer for Muslims.

Reshi Peer had spiritual and intellectual discourses with

Saint Roopa Bhawani and other well-known learned persons of that

era. During this period when Iftikhar Khan was the Governor of

Kashmir, a big fire broke out in Srinagar city, which engulfed the

entire Ali Kadal mohalla.

When the flames became out of control, people out of panic

approached Reshi Peer for help. He went to the site and threw a

piece of Sandal wood in the fire. The flames immediately doused.

During the regimen of emperor Aurungzeb, he was

summoned to his court because the king was very angry that being

a Pandit he was also called a Peer. He sent his courtiers to his

home to arrest him.

Reshi Peer told them to stay on for the night and looked

after their hospitality. As the legend goes, he appeared in the

Durbar of the emperor the same evening mystically. The emperor

got convinced of his divine powers and cancelled the arrest order.

He also fixed a Niaz of 14 piaes for him. Till now this 14
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paies Niaz is a practice with Pandits when they visit his abode

seeking solution to their problems.

When his mother died, he dedicated all his belongings to

her memory. Following this he again went on a meditation for 14

years eating very frugally. This made him very skinny and weak.

Reshi Peer passed away at the age of 60. After his death there was

an argument between the Muslims and Pandits on how to perform

his last rites - burial or cremation. While this was continuing,

someone opened the cloth which was covering the body. To

everybody's surprise there were only 27 flowers instead of the

mortal remains. Muslims then gave up and Pandits took these

flowers and burnt them on the shore of River Jehlum at Batta Yar

Mohalla in Ali Kadal. A temple has been built at that site which still

stands there.

A famous poet of Lucknow, of Kashmiri origin, Rattan Nath

Dhar Sarshar, composed a poem in his name as a tribute.

"Maddah-e-janab-e-Rishi Peer aiya hai

Darbar mein shahon ke fakir aiya hai

Khursheed ki aankh kyon na jhapke sarshar

Ek zarra-e-khak-e-Kashmir aiya hai"

Kashmir needs the healing touch of such saints who are

accepted by all communities to bring back the past glories.

Prof Upendra Kaul is founder Director Gauri  Kaul

Foundation, and recipient of Padma Shri and Dr B C Roy Award.

///
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Wahab Khar; A master Sufi poet

Imran Yusuf

The 19th-century Sufi poet Wahab Khar was born at Khrew

Shaar, Pampore. He had a long life. He lived to the age of a

hundred years. There is uncertainty about the dates of his birth and

death. According to historians, he left this world in the year 1910;

that means he was born in the year 1810. His father, Hait Khar, was

also a Sufi saint and poet, a well-known, respected, and reputed

man in the vicinity. He was in contact with many Sufi saints of the

time; he was fond of singing and attended singing functions

regularly. He spent most of his time in the company of Faqeers. He

was a disciple of Sabir Saeb, a great Sufi saint. Here are a few

verses of Hait Khar.
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Suleh Paigaam Boozum Drayes

 Suleh Ges Ges Wachis Neh Neyayes

Waneh Hait Khar Waneh Nye Aamie
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 Yaar Konie Aamaie Latiye

Poosheh Torren Mai Bahaar Aamaie

 Yaar Konie Aamaie Latiye

I got the message early in the morning, so I left

I still could not accomplish my desires,

Hait Khar says I could not recognise him 

Why didn't my beloved come,

Flower buds blossomed 

Why didn't my beloved come.

The name itself conveys that he was a blacksmith by

profession, a person who moulds iron and gives it a new shape.

This quality of twisting metal into new shapes was reflected in his

style of writing. He could express thoughts in different and unique

ways. Wahab Khar, a famous and renowned mystic poet of

Kashmir, had great spiritual powers and an original approach to

writing poetry.
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Bi Chus Dramut Yaaras Patai 

Su Kas Patai Goom

I have been looking for my beloved

But after whom he went?
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Dandh Chis Mokhtai Laalav Khotai

Deewaan Karith Goom

Nam Chiss Rangmit Aadem Raatai

Su Kas Patai Goom

His teeth are more valuable than pearls and diamonds.

He turned me into his lover

The nails he has painted with the blood of Adam 

But after whom he went?
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Shama Zajaom Hatkay Raatai

Zulmaatas Gah Pyoom

Ath Zulmaatas Laal Kya Chi Tai

Su Kas Patai Goom

The candle I burnt with the blood of my throat

Enlightened the darkness

The pearls lie under this darkness
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But after whom he went?
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Kiho Garq-e-Dariya Kerthas Bo Tai

Mya Daameh Dariyaav Choom

Dariyaav Eshqun Maraan Gatai

Su Kas Patai Goom

Ah! You drowned me in the ocean,

But in a single gulp, I drank the ocean wholly

The ocean of love dances in ecstasy 

But after whom he went?
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Kalwael Dama Dechaov Mya Tai

 Maie Khaan Manzai Choom

Mass Cheth Wahab Khar Talab Daar Chu Tai

 Su Kass Patai Goom

Saqi offered me a sip of wine
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 I drank from the tavern,

An intoxicated Wahab Khar is a seeker  

But after whom he went?

Wahab Khar was also a dedicated farmer. Through his own

efforts, he transformed his village's enormous wasteland into an

agricultural land. He had a strong desire to sing. He was a master of

numerous instruments, including the Sarangi, Gadda (Vessel) and

Rabab, but his favourite was Rabab. During his lifetime, he

attended several Mehfil-e-Samma ceremonies hosted by Sufi

saints. He had organised a group of singers who would go from

village to village, competing in singing competitions. When farmers

began harvesting their crops, his group of singers performed for

their enjoyment and were compensated with rice, wheat, mustard

seeds and other items. 

Wahab Khar was a handsome lad who wore fine clothes; he

was quite famous throughout the vicinity since his childhood. It was

the time of the Dogra Raj. The valley's residents were living in

deplorable conditions and were unable to meet their basic needs.

But Wahab Khar was a skilled blacksmith, farmer and singer. His

earnings allowed him to wear costly clothes and live a comfortable

life. Wahab Khar had a comfortable life and a good income when

most people in Kashmir valley were poor.

Wahab Khar belonged to a Sufi family and was inclined

towards the world of Tasawuff from early childhood. Whenever

there was a Mehfil-i-Samma, he would attend it. Wahab Khar

dedicated his life to writing poetry and singing. It is said that Wahab

Khar smoked marijuana (charas) on some occasions. 

Wahab Khar got married at a young age to Rehmat. She

was a pious lady who supported him in life. Besides taking care of

their children, she was a virtuous housewife and dealt with
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everything with ease and calm. She was a faithful and loving

companion to her husband and always stood by his side. She

domesticated many animals and worked with Wahab Khar in the

fields too. These qualities made her a great lady with great calibre

and worthy of great respect. Wahab Khar was very fortunate to

have a wife like Rehmat, who was constantly with him and was

devoted to him. Wahab Khar called her "Bun Gamitch" because she

hailed from a nearby village called Bun Gam
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Chhem Chanie Setha Maie Matioo

 Jaie Kativ Chai

Dooran Cxi Mo Maar Grai Matioo

Jaie Kativ Chai

 

Unconditional love I hold for you, my sweetheart! 

My dear where do you dwell?

In disapproval, don't shake your earrings  

My dear, where do you dwell? 
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Gunnah Ti Sawaab Aai Matioo

Trakri Toolem Dai

Trakri Koor Gassi Grai Matioo

Jaie Kativ Chai

Good and evil came together

On a weighing scale, God will weigh me,

In which direction will the scale bow?

My dear where do you dwell? 
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Kam Kam Sulaiman Aai Matioo

Kati Hatim Tai

Doora Karith Tem Drai Matioo

Jaie Kativ Chai

How many like Solomon came to the world

Where is Hatim Tai now?

Like travelers, they came and left

My dear where do you dwell? 
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Yem Yemi Bosareh Drai Matioo 

Tem Ni Firith Aai

Abdul Wahabas Rai Matioo

 Jaie Kativ Chai

Those who left this mortal world 

never came back,

I, Abdul Wahab want to meet you 

My dear where do you dwell? 

One extraordinary quality of Wahab Khar was his respect

and attachment to his ancestral land. He tilled his land himself to

inspire others to follow his example. Though he was a mystic, he

lived a normal life like other people. Wahab Khar sang with his

group of singers on various occasions.

Once, Wahab Khar and his singers went to a function

organised by the disciples of Rehman Saeb (a celebrated Sufi saint

of the time). Mehfil-i-Samma was at its zenith when Murshid

Rahman Saeb asked everyone to stop singing and told Wahab

Khar to go to the kitchen and fetch some food. Wahab Khar went to

the kitchen to get food, but all the pots were empty except one

containing grains of rice. He took it and brought it to Rahman Saeb,

who commanded Wahab Khar to eat it. It was an order which

Wahab Khar could not deny, and he ate the grains of rice. After

some time, Wahab Khar lost consciousness. On regaining

consciousness, he got up and suddenly started running in the

middle of the night. His party of singers followed him and brought

him back to his house. He was lost in a trance and was totally
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oblivious to his surroundings. 

A legendary saint and disciple of Mujadid Alif-i-Sani (R.A),

Ahmad Saeb Machaam Sirhindi, who was the Murshid (guide) of a

famous poet of Kashmir, Waza Mehmood, lived during the same

period. When Rehmat, wife of Wahab Khar, heard about the saint,

she went to meet him and told him about the mental condition of

her husband and asked for help. Ahmad Sahib Machaam (RA)

replied, "It will take three years." It was shocking for Rehmat, so she

left the house of Ahmad Saeb Machaam in gloom. When she

returned to her home, she could not find her husband anywhere.

She left again to look for her husband. She found Wahab Khar

standing alone by the shore of the Dal lake, pelting stones and

abusing people who passed by. He was unaware of his

surroundings, and like a mad man, he wandered aimlessly. This

period of mental oblivion lasted precisely three years, during which

Rehmat faced countless difficulties. She followed Wahab Khar

everywhere because he was completely insensible and roamed

aimlessly.

Once, Ahmad Saeb Machaam said to his disciple, Waza

Mehmood, to call Wahab Khar. Waza replied, "My Murshid, he has

gone mad. He pelts stones on whosoever tries to meet him."

Ahmad Saeb Machaam said again, "Call Wahab Khar." Waza could

not deny the command, so he went to call Wahab Khar but was

very afraid. Somehow, he managed to get close to Wahab and

murmured softly, "Ahmad Saeb Machaam is calling you." When

Wahab Khar heard this, he did not utter a word and started running

towards Ahmad Saeb Machaam. His hair and beard had grown and

he looked wild. Ahmad Saeb Machaam ordered his disciples to

bathe him, cleanse his clothes and cut his hair and beard short. As

he stood before Ahmad Saeb Machaam, Wahab Khar regained his

lost consciousness. In coming back to his normal self, he, in
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gratitude, acknowledged Ahmad Saeb Machaan as his Murshid

(teacher) and paid his homage to this great saint. 

The name Wahab Khar is known to everyone living in any

corner of  the Kashmir val ley. W ahab Khar has created

incomparable poetic lyrics and has achieved a unique identity. He

was very well known during his lifetime. A famous poet of Kashmir,

Ahmad Batawari, was a dear friend of Wahab Khar and had

accompanied him on many occasions. Both the friends often sang

together and offered Friday Salah (Namaz) at the Dargah together.

Wahab Khar was a great believer in Wali-ul-Allah and had a great

reverence for them. He offered his obeisance and prayed regularly

at Dargah Sharief, the Tomb of Makdoom Saeb, the Ziyarat Sharief

of Dastigeer Sahab Khanyar, and other holy places. He was

strongly influenced by the founder of Qadri Silsilla founded by

Sheikh Syed Abdul Qadir Jeelani (RA), and has written some

beautiful lines in honour of Dastigeer Sahab.
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Jal Gasti Wesiye Wanti Yaaras Ball Praraan Ches

Ball Praras Deedaras, Ball Praraan Ches

Oh, my friend! Go swiftly and tell my beloved, I am waiting

I am waiting for a glimpse. I am waiting.
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Vun Dutt Mya Peeras Dastigerus, Shah-e-Baghdadas
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Abdul Wahab Khar Intizaras Ball Praraan Ches

I looked for my Murshid (guide), King of Baghdad

Abdul Wahab Khar is waiting and expecting his arrival. 

Wahab Khar had dialogues with numerous Sufi saints in his

life, so there are uncertainties and disagreements among historians

about his Murshid. According to one of Wahab Khar's disciples,

namely Rajab Kablah (also a poet), Ahmad Sahib Machaam was

the Murshid of Wahab Khar. In a poem which he dedicates to his

Murshid, Rajab Kablah mentions it. 
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Raez Chus Nabi Bay Cxoor Yaar

Faqira Naami Kya Wahab Khar

Pleased with him are the Prophet and his four friends

What an illustrious nobleman Wahab Khar is!
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Pari Pari Laghass Tath Dahanas

Ahmad Saeb Machaam Peer Oas Tas

Peera Osus Kabil-e-Kaar

Faqira Naami Kya Wahab Khar
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May my life be sacrificed for the face of my beloved

whose spiritual guide was Ahmad Saeb Machaam,

The perfect guide he had

What an illustrious nobleman Wahab Khar is!

Once, during the winter, Wahab Khar was invited to sing at

a function held at Tral. Winter in Kashmir is severe because the

temperatures are freezing. It is the time when kangri (traditional fire

pot) is used by people to warm themselves. Many people from the

village were invited, and the Nambardaar of the village was also

there. He was seated at the function in a prominent place on a

luxurious carpet. The Mehfil-i-Samma was at its zenith when, all of

a sudden, the Kangri held in the lap of the Nambardaar overturned

and the hot burning coal fell on the priceless carpet. Everyone

present tried to collect the burning coal to prevent the rich carpet

from being damaged, but it was impossible. Wahab Khar did not

stop singing but instead sang these below-mentioned lines in a

louder voice: 

g3ā**ä2,&åEHzZgZ{

Zi™eä2}.Zc*
Rehamkih Narehh, Satrindd Wareh

Aaz Kar Chareh Khudaya

Be merciful, fire, and don't burn the carpet.

Oh! God help us today. 

When the hot burning coal was gathered, everyone was

certain that the carpet would be burnt, but Wahab Khar had

performed a miracle. All those who were present in the mehfil were

stunned when they saw that the carpet was in pristine condition,

with no trace of having been burnt by the blazing coal which had
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fallen from the burning Kangri.

Wahab Khar was a man blessed with great spiritual powers,

which he demonstrated at every step of his life. He was devoted to

divine love; he was revered among the followers of Sufism. He

acquired great respect, honour and position among saints, poets,

philosophers, and writers of Kashmir.

Once Wahab Khar was practicing his instruments accompanied by

his disciples in a tree yard. Wahab Khar was singing this Ghazal: 

;;;;èèèèÎÎÎÎZZZZggggzzzzÃÃÃÃgggg°°°°ææææ
YYYYIIII˜̃̃̃ÀÀÀÀôôôô
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Ha Shair Sawaroo Kor Gatsakh 

Aakhir Cxai Marun Chui

Yee Chuie Cxai Elim Ti Mya Wantam 

Tee Mya Parunn Chui

Which route would you take? Oh, lion rider!

 In the end, you have to give up the ghost

Let me know, the knowledge you have absorbed 

That is what I need to imbibe! 

ZZZZBBBBZZZZ³³³³ŠŠŠŠkkkkgggg����cccczzzz����−−−−wwww9999āāāāõõõõ FFFFNNNNYYYYyyyy¯̄̄̄ÿÿÿÿ
NNNN

LLLL********gggg

3333,,,,ÈÈÈÈZZZZ
²²²²++++

++++

1111
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Ath Alif Kaddas Rokh Wazel Chee Jaan Gul-e- Aanaar

Nargis Chesmav Kem Cxai Duppui Joodh Karun Chui

Alif like stature, cheeks red like flowers of pomegranate  
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With daffodil eyes, why would you enrapture someone! 
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Chhie Maari Khoftai Chean Shubaan Bar Dosh Awaizaan

Yee Wanti Majnoon Kem Cxai Duppui Qaid Karun Chui

Dangling on your shoulders, the serpentine tresses look alluring

Tell me, who told you to immure Majnu behind bars! 
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Dam Dam Gasto Nish Peeras Seeras Su Karie Zaan

Dil Kis Baghas Poosh Pholnai Paiwand Karun Chui

In every breath, be with your guide, whose secrets he will unfold

Do the grafting; flowers will thrive in the heart's garden! 
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Dam Seeth Pholnai Andri Pamposh Add Hoshi Wuschtan Yaar

Abdul Wahabo Rooz Bar Tal Allah Cxai Parun Chui

In every breath when the lotus blooms, with open eyes, you

will witness the beloved

O Abdul Wahab, sit on the doorsill and keep reciting "Allah
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Ho"  

All of a sudden, a great Qalander of that time, Razaq Sahib,

approached riding a lion. All were amazed to see a man riding a

fierce lion. Razaq Saeb stopped in front of Wahab Khar. He let the

lion go and sat down next to Wahab Khar. Razaq Saeb started to

smoke marijuana (charas) and asked Wahab Khar to have a puff.

When Wahab Khar inhaled, in an instant, it had a strange impact on

his mind. He decided to leave his Murshid and become a follower of

Razaq Saeb.

When Ahmad Saeb Machaam heard about it, he got angry

with this act of Razaq Saeb and both became adversaries. Ahmad

Saeb Machaam could not allow his dearest disciple to abandon him

and accept any other Murshid. He had a profound love for Wahab

Khar, so he made tremendous efforts to bring him back. Wahab

Khar remained a follower of Razaq Saeb for the next three years

until Ahmad Saeb Machaam brought him back to his fold. 
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Dil Heath Cxulum Su Dilbar

 Wantai Vess Yaar Watem Kar

Nuinam Araam Goam Sui Shar

Wantai Vess Yaar Watem Kar

Along with my heart, he, the beloved, ran away

When he returns, tell me, my dear friend!

Serenity, which he took along, left me in a stupor
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When he returns, tell me, my dear friend!  
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Kunras Kooneh Chukh Vun Divaan 

Wahab Kharo Chukh Gum Hewaan

Kunras Peer Taarie Gum Ma Bar

 Wantai Vess Yaar Watem Kar

Why don't you perceive the oneness? 

O Wahab Khar, Why are you bothered!

With the help of Murshid, you will board across

When he returns, tell me, my dear friend! 

A Mehfil-i-Samma was organised by the disciples of Ahmad

Sahib Machaam. The Mehfil was going well and the Peer and

Mureed were listening quietly. The Murshid Ahmad Sahib Machaam

said to his disciple Waza Mehmood, "I need a glass of milk." Waza

replied, "My Murshid, it is late night. It is not possible to fetch milk at

this time of night. "Ahmad Sahib Machaam again said, "Bring me

some milk." The other disciples also expressed their inability to get

milk at that time of the night. 

Wahab Khar was asleep at his home in Khrew Shaar. He

abruptly woke up and called his wife, Rehmat, and asked her if they

had milk in the house. When she told him that there was no milk,
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Wahab Khar told her to go to the cowyard and get some milk.

Rehmat realised that it was important, so she fetched some milk.

Taking the pot of milk, Wahab Khar did not waste a second and left

home in the night towards Srinagar, where Mehfil-i-Samma was

organized. At the crack of dawn, he arrived and knocked at the

door. Waza Mehmood opened the door and could not believe his

eyes when he spotted Wahab Khar at the door with the pot of milk

in his hand. All those present there were speechless at this spiritual

connection between the Murshid and his disciple. Then Ahmad

Saeb Machaam said to his disciples, "He is Wahab Khar, my

dearest and greatest disciple."

Once, Wahab Khar was invited by one of his disciples from

Hariwan who was facing some problems. After having dinner, the

disciple said to Wahab Khar that someone had robbed him and

stolen his coin container (traditional wallet) at home. Wahab Sahib

l i s tened to  the whole  story s i lent ly .  As the scheduled

Mehfil-i-Samma started, Wahab Khar was singing his Kalaam and

suddenly sang a few lines on a louder note: 
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Latie Hareh Lungun Nev Kami

 Ammi Zooni Nevnam Bey Kammi

O My friend who robbed the money!

It is Zoon, who did it.

Zoon was the name of the daughter-in-law of the disciple.

When she heard these words, she was afraid because the coin

container had been stolen by her. At dawn, Wahab Khar sent

everyone to the nearby mosque to offer Fajar Namaz. Wahab Khar
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was all alone in a room when Zoon entered apprehensively and

confessed that she had robbed the coin container. She was afraid

to return it, as she had spent some of the money, so some coins

were missing from the wallet. Wahab Khar took the wallet from her

and asked Zoon to keep it secret. In the morning, when Wahab

Khar was leaving, he called his disciple and gave him the wallet. He

was taken aback by seeing the wallet in the hands of his Murshid

and could not ask him anything. While leaving, Wahab Khar said to

the disciple, "I needed a few coins, so I took them without your

permission." "My Murshid, it is all yours. Whatever on earth you

wish to take, you can do it without my authorization," the disciple

replied.
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Aswun Kalwaal Mas Chawnawaa'n

 Hawaa'n Aashqan Panui Paan

Masken Banan Thaan Mutchravaa'n

Hawaa'n Aashqan Panuie Paan

Saqi serves with a smiling face

Visage to the lovers she demonstrates

Opening the ceiling of wine bottles

Visage to the lovers she demonstrates
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Zulf-e-Shahmaar Yael Mitchrawaa'n

Shamah Rooyes Cxayee Thawaa'n

Subuh Sadiq Zaal Mutchrawaa'n

Hawaa'n Aashqan Panuie Paan

Serpentine curls when she opens

It conceals the lustrous face like candlelight

The veil falls with the rays of dusk

Visage to the lovers she demonstrates
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Andrie Baghas Gul Pholrawaa'n

Bulbul Kaita Nalleh Diwaa'n

Gul Gassan Bar Tai Bulbul Rawaa'n

Hawaa'n Aashqan Panuie Paan

The blooms inside the garden indicate

 How many nightingales are sobbing!

When petals wither, nightingales leave
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Visage to the lovers she demonstrates
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Rabul Alamenan Padeh Ker Bayek Aan

 Wahab Khari Gawah Chuie Furqan

Ad Chuie Marnui Marith Zindeh Sapdaan

 Hawaa'n Aashqan Panuie Paan

God said, and everything appeared within the blink of an eye, 

Wahab Khar, The Noble Quran' is witness,

After death comes true existence 

Visage to the lovers she demonstrates

Wahab Khar is a unique poet, with great individuality and originality.

He has expressed profound mysticism in his poetry in the simple

Kashmiri language. He gained great fame for "Mehraj Nama" and

"Maatch Tulir", which are regarded as his supreme creations. He

has composed Mehraj Nama as an obeisance to Divinity and in

praise of the Holy Prophet Muhammad (Sallallahu Alayhi Wasalam). 
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Kar Yoo Rooni Rumaali Waav

 Tajdaar Soun Mirajas Draav
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Shall I accept your offer of wafting by anklet belled mouchoir?

Our Emperor is on to a Place of Ascent  
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Awalie Noorun Partav Peov

 Ad Soun Muhammad (saw) Paida Gow

Sar manz Pamposh Fulwunn Draav

Tajdaar Soun Mirajas Draav

Noor (Holy light) is the first thing that Allah created 

With this Noor Prophet Muhammad PBUH got birth,

Flourished like a lotus flower in a lake

Our Emperor is on to a Place of Ascent 

||||]]]]ƒƒƒƒ&&&&ÿÿÿÿ>>>>¸̧̧̧33334444----ôôôô XXXX$$$$GGGGWWWWkkkk

ZZZZ????xxxx‘‘‘‘ÒÒÒÒ5555ÀÀÀÀêêêêGGGGNNNN@@@@****ææææ2222ZZZZÜÜÜÜmmmm
óóóó1111¹¹¹¹8888úúúú

EEEE
0000****÷÷÷÷°°°°ææææ 1111----&&&&ééééFFFF3333ggggZZZZzzzz

@@@@****]]]]....ZZZZggggÎÎÎÎyyyyccccZZZZTTTTŠŠŠŠääää9999ZZZZzzzz
Hazrat Jibreel Khabar Heth Aass

Asalamu Alaikum Taazi Iklaas

Wathivv Haz Panas Kariv Paeraav

Tajdaar Soun Mirajas Draav
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Gabriel arrived with the message 

With candor, he expressed greetings

"Oh beloved, be prepared and let's go"

Our Emperor is on to a Place of Ascent 
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Masjid-e-Aqsa Cxaaw Yekdam

Malakh Aess Praraan Kasctavv Gum

Alhumdu Ba-jamaat Parnai Aaw

Tajdaar Soun Mirajas Draav

Right way He entered Masjid Al-Aqsa.

Angels were waiting to wipe out the ruefulness

With all Prophets, salah was offered 

Our Emperor is on to a Place of Ascent 
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Gath Karaie Kaabas Booz Myen Zaar

 Seeth Heath Cxoor Yaar Haav Dedaar
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Cxaye Kun Wahab Khar Ba Vomeed Aaw

 Tajdaar Soun Mirajas Draav

I shall circumambulate the Kaaba, 

Show me your noble face with your four friends,

With high hopes, Wahab Khar has come to you

Our Emperor is on to a Place of Ascent 

///
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Kasaba: the glory of the tradition

     MANZOOR AKASH

Kashmir is a beautiful place and so is its incredible culture.

Kashmiris retain the cultural and traditional beauty of the region by

maintaining and adoring themselves by wearing regional dresses

and costumes. Although some costumes have evolved with time

and are still worn by the people here, yet, with prosperity, many

garment pieces have lost their position in the hoard of the new

fashion trends. One among such lovable costumes is the headdress

of women called Kasaba.

     Kasaba was a very likable item of our cultural costume but

now, regrettably, this item is rarely sighted anywhere in Kashmir

because our social position has improved in recent years due to

education. Kasaba is said to have come to Kashmir from Central

Asia. The word Kasaba is a Persian term which means a type of

scarf or head cap that women wear. It was also called Kalposh

(headgear) which showcases the Persian influence here.

      Kasaba (also hood) was embroidered with beads and

metallic pendants and was used by married Muslim women in

Kashmir. It was padded with a turban and pinned together using

brooches. A silk or pashmina veil was pinned to the Kasaba.

However, nowadays, it is rarely found in our homes with exception

to some far flung areas like Tulail, Gurez, Machil, etc.

     There were 2 types of Kasaba worn by women in Kashmir.

One was Thoud Kasaba (high headgear) and another was Bonn
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Kasaba (low headgear). The Thoud Kasaba was worn by married

women, mostly from the affluent families. It was worn like a crown.

And Bonn Kasaba was used by commoners and tribal women and it

was like a bandana (handkerchief). The Bonne Kasaba in Kashmir

is supposed to be worn by milkwomen, baker women, vegetable

grower women, fisher women, etc who are believed to be illustrious

in their work. They wore it to easily place load on their heads.

      Once a famous costume of women in the valley, the Thoud

Kasaba has almost vanished from the scene. However, Bonn

Kasaba which was embroidered with bead and metallic pendants

hanging on its front sides of face has got its modern looks. The best

example is Mughal gardens of Srinagar where local photographers

take pictures of female tourists visiting these gardens with these

traditional Kasaba in modern style. Though the Korabdar Pheran

(Half-sleeved embroidered attire) which the women wear was not

the actual combination of Thoud Kasaba, yet, in the present times,

it suits with the Bonn Kasaba. Its photographs adorn almost every

household of tourists representing our rich culture and tradition. This

costume, so to say, is a fusion of the traditional and the modern

dress.

      Kasaba is actually an ensemble of different gold, silver

ornaments like Tikka, Taweez, Hung Taweez, Balhorr, pinned to a

red cap having intricate Tille work (silver thread work) and a veil

made of Pashmina or silk pinned at top of the Kasaba which

descends towards the hair. The two triangular ornaments are called

Taweez and the centre ornament is called Tikka and the earrings

are called Balhorr.

     Kasaba was worn by women in both rural and urban areas.

Though the tradition to wear it is completely over now, yet, in far off

rural places women still love to wear it. 

    Not only are the different Kashmiri dresses known to the
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tourists coming to Kashmir, but they have been showcased time

and again in many Bollywood movies such as Kashmir Ki Kali, Jab

Jab Phool Khile, etc. Hence, the world is no stranger to the customs

and traditions of the Valley. The veteran actress Sharmila Tagore in

the 1964 movie 'Kashmir Ki Kali' starred with actor Shammi Kapoor

wore Kasaba which made the actor to call her 'Yeh Chand Sa

Roshan Chehra'. Even in 2011 super hit film 'Rock star', actress

Nargis Fakri has also worn our traditional Kasaba with embroidered

Lehenga.

     Pandit women didn't wear Kasaba. They instead wore

Sheshlot called Taranga. Both, Kasaba and Taranga represented

the pluralistic ethos of Kashmir. As far as Taranga is concerned, it

was quite a different headdress than Kasaba. It was made of

suspended cap and was narrowed down at the backside till heels.

Like Kasaba, taranga is also rarely seen anywhere in Kashmir

except in some Pandit families where elderly women had preserved

it only to depict the Valley's richness in culture to the younger

generation.

     The praiseworthy efforts of late Atiqa Bano (also known as

Behan Ji), a renowned educationist of Kashmir from Sopore, must

be hailed in extraordinary terms who has kept some specimen of

Kasaba in her Meeras Mahal museum in Shah Hamdan Colony,

Sopore. She has kept both the Thoud Kasaba and Bonn Kasaba in

her ethnographic museum. 

///
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A Study Vanvun Folk Singing

Bilal Ahmad Dar

India is a land of cultural diversities. Every region in India

has its own form of folk music. This rich tradition of folk music is

very much alive in not just rural India but also in some major cities.

Like other parts of the country, Kashmir has also a rich folk tradition,

which is visible in its folk forms and folklore.  Kashmir has been a

grand arena of folk music and since times immemorial, there have

been poets, writers, musicians, dramatists, dancers etc, who have

attained glory in the folk tradition.

Kashmiri people love singing and dancing and all their

festivals, fairs, marriage ceremonies, etc., have a particular style to

suit the occasion. Folk songs of Kashmir have always played a vital

role to communicate to the masses. It has always been a source to

create feelings of love and sympathy towards fellow human beings.

Folk songs of Kashmir are an expression of spontaneous and

inspiring ideas with directness and simplicity in the narration. The

characteristic feature of Kashmiri folk songs like 'Vanvun' and

'Laddishah' are their mass appeal. It prompts participation of the

listeners even if they are not trained in the lilting expression of a

song.

Folk songs of Kashmir carry the message of nature and the

mind and soul of the simple and pure Kashmiri people. It is serene

and sustained. The rhythms are slow and controlled but not

galloping. The distinguishing quality of Kashmiri folk songs is their
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bewitching charm and aesthetic merit, which makes it intimate and

interesting. There is a balance in the combination and arrangement

of notes. Spontaneity comes from influence of nature and way of

life. These folk songs have a natural feel and depth in them, which

becomes a source of happiness and also filling the air with joy and

mirth through wordings connected with their sweet melodies.  

VANVUN 

It is a part of Kashmiri cultural legacy and has played a vital

role in maintaining the continuity of our culture from the Vedic

period. It is a shared heritage of Hindus and Muslims of Kashmir.

Vanvun is a prayer in the form of folk music. It commences with a

prayer to God. In simple wors, vanvun is a form of folk music

especially meant for marriages. Vanvun genre belongs to the

womenfolk. In this type of folk song, no musical instrument is played

with it. Vanvun is an oral literature accumulated over centuries and

comprising the songs that have mass appeal. Both Hindus and

Muslims have added distinct religious colour and aesthetic essence

to this style of singing. It is believed that Vanvun has its origin in the

Vedic period. In Vedic period, the Ved mantras were recited in the

epic form and the ascent and descent of those mantras were done

on the directions of special signs. These signs were (UDAT,

ANUDAT and SWARIT). The wonderful thing is that the technique

with which the ascent & descent of Udat and Anudat are used for

modulation in chanting of Vedic mantras, the same procedure is

applied by the Hindu women while singing vanvun. 

There are different sets of vanvun songs for Muslims and

Hindus. Songs of Muslim weddings cover first few years of married

life, while as songs sung at Hindu marriages are chants steeped in

Classical Hinduism. In this way, there is no element of tribal music

in it. The way Kashmiri Pandit women sing vanvun makes them

look like as if they are chanting the Vedic mantras in a slow and

VIRASAT
 Quarterly  Quarterly  Quarterly  Quarterly  

JournalJournalJournalJournal34



steady way. It is believed that this style originated four thousand

years ago. In this way 'vanvun' has been a tool to preserve and

carry forward our rich old traditions and customs. The subject

matter of vanvun is a mixture of prayers, good wishes and happy,

healthy and peaceful marital life of the bridegroom and bride.

Kashmiri Pandits used to go for an extensive series of Vanvun in

marriages which started from Livvun function (house cleaning

function) followed by 'Krool Kharun' (Decorating the main entrance

colourfully). Vanvun is sung in chorus form. Its soulful and pleasing

melody envelops the surroundings with peace and religious fervor. 

Besides marriages, there are many other rituals and

occasions in Kashmiri Hindu families where the practice of vanvun

singing is done in the same way. They are as: 'DAPUN VANVUN,

GARNAVAYA VANVUN, MANZI VANVUN, KROOR VANVUN,

SHRAN VANVUN, DEVGUN VANVUN, AGNIKUND VANVUN,

YAGROPAWIT VANVUN', etc.  

Vanvun in Muslim families   

The practice of singing 'vanvun' in Kashmiri Muslims is

different from that of Kashmiri Hindus. They have a different pattern

to sing vanvun songs. With the arrival of Islam in Kashmir, 'vanvun'

also underwent some changes in accordance with the changed

socio-religious aspirations of the Muslim sections of Kashmiri

society. The new thing that Muslims discovered and adopted in

vanvun was "BISMILLAH" (i.e. I start with the name Allah) as an

auspicious and suitable term. In all Muslims marriage vanvun songs

always begin with verses like these; 

BISMILLAH KARITH SHAMOVE VANVUNAYE

SAHIBO AAZ WALO SOONUYAI 

(Let us begin the vanvun with the name of Lord

May Almighty bless us on this auspicious occasion.) 

In marriages, 'vanvun' songs are sung during "Mehandiraat",

VIRASAT
 Quarterly  Quarterly  Quarterly  Quarterly  

JournalJournalJournalJournal35



"Dastarbandhi" of the bridegroom, "Nikahkhani", arrival of "Baraat"

and departure of bride. Sometimes, 'vanvun' is accompanied by

burning of "ISABANDH" (sesame seeds) in a special type of

"KANGRI" (kangri is an earthen pot of about 5-6 inches in diameter

covered with a basket of wickerwork). Actually this kind of tradition

is considered as an auspicious practice in Muslims. Muslim women

sing Vanvun during marriage ceremonies in a rhythmic style which

is praise worthy. Their style and the technique of arranging the

couplets, modulation of voice and their expressions, everything is

matchless and very presentable. This kind of folk song is sung in

such a way that women first divide themselves into two groups,

according to their age. One group sings the punchline of the vanun

song in a slow and pleasing way and the other group repeats the

same line in the same manner. This practice is usually done in a

standing mode, facing each other and holding each other's back.

While singing vanvun they also show a slight foot movement by

taking a step forward and then backward in order to maintain tone.

At the reception of 'BARAAT', ladies sing vanvun with full zeal and

enthusiasm in order to give honor and reverence to the bridegroom

& bride. The songs (Vanvun) which are sung during this moment

describe the princely and fairy qualities of both - the bridegroom and

the bride. Such vanvun songs lend grace and an holy aura to the

marriage ceremony. There are hundreds of vanvun songs which are

performed by the womenfolk in a sweet and artistic way during the

different phases of a marriage. They are; 1. TOMUL-CHHATUN

(sifting of rice). 2. MAS-MUCCHRAVAN (teasing the hair of the girl

before marriage) 3. MEHANDI RAAT (nigh preceding the marriage)

4. YENIVOL (arrival of groom and guests). 5. NIKAH KHAWANI

(solemnizing the marriage), etc.

Apart from the melody of its verses, Vanvun has also the

flavor of satire and comical wit. A Muslim marriage without vanvun
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is just like a flower without fragrance or like a body without soul.

This folk genre Kashmir has survived as a part of folk literature

essentially preserved and protected by the womenfolk, through a

simple, easy and pure oral tradition. 

Vanvun songs are also sung during the ceremony of

"ZARKASY" (i.e. tonsuring the first hair of the new born) and also on

circumcision ceremony among Muslims. During this time, the family

arranges feasts and special dishes in the form of "WAZWAN".

Vanvun which is sung during these functions contains the verses of

blessings, prayers and good wishes for the child.  

Examples of such Mulsim Vanvun songs are as;  

GUTCHH HAVAAL KOERMAKH PEER-E-PEERANUS

SUYEE KARIE RAATCHH AATH SHURE PAANUS

I entrust you to the custody of our greet peer. 

He alone shall protect your innocent being.  

KADALUE TOAR MAHARAAZ, AABUS GUV GOOR GOOR 

AASE DOAP RANG BILBUL MA AAV 

The groom crossed the bridge and the water underneath

quivered 

We thought that the colorful bulbul has arrived.  

///
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